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Followers Say Jim Jones 
Directed Voting Frauds 



By JOHN M. CREWDSON 

Special to Tbe New Yortc Times 



SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 36 — Deter- 
mined to help elect politicians friendly to- 
ward his People’s Temple, the Rev. Jim 
Jones ordered what former temple mem- 
bers say was an organized campaign of 
fraudulent voting practices that included 
importing busloads of illegal voters to 
cast their ballots in this city’s 1975 mu- 
nicipal elections. 

Among those named by some of Mr. 
Jones’s former followers as recipients of 
his political support were Mayor George 
Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk, 
both of whom were shot and killed in their 
City Hall offices three weeks ago, al- 
legedly by an enraged former city offi- 
cial. The police have said that the shoot- 
ing was unrelated to the People’s Tem- 
ple. 

The former followers said that Mr. , 
Jones had also ardently supported J oseph ; 
Freitas, the San Francisco District Attor- 
ney; Mervyn Dymally„.the Lieutenant 
Gcyemor of California; State Senator 
Milton Marks and Willie Brown Jr., the 
city’s State Assemblyman. There is no in- 
dication that any of these candidates 
were aware of the alleged illegal assist- 
ance from Mr. Jones. 

The alleged voting fraud is now under 
investigation by Mr. Freitas. False voter 
registration in California is perjury, a 
felony punishable by up to four years in 
prison. 

Busloads of Voters 

Gee former temple member, Neva Sly, 
recalled in an interview that her hus- 
band, Don, had driven busloads of temple 
members here to vote from Redwood Val- 
ley, Mr. Jones’s settlement in northern 
California, and also from the temple’s 
branch in Los Angeles. 

The out-of-town voters, Mrs. Sly said, 
were preeviousiy registered at the ad- 
dresses of temple members living in San 
Francisco. 

Don Sly, the man identified as having 
held a knife to the throat of Representa- 
tive Leo J. Ryan in the trouble at the tem- 
ple’s Guyana outpost a month ago, is 
among those unaccounted for in the after- 
math of Mr. Ryan’s murder and the mur- 
ders and suicides of Mr. Jones and more 
than 900 of his followers. 

Wanda Johnson, who resigned from the 
temple in 1976, described Mr. Sly as the 
"head bus driver” and said that in addi- 
tion to those he transported “hundreds” 
of other members living secretly at the 
San Francisco temple in violation of 
health and welfare laws had also been 
registered at addresses scattered around 
the city. * 

Registered Nonresidents 

Kay Henderson, who belonged to the j 



temple from 1971 until 1975, recalled that 
several members who had never resided 
at her San Francisco home had been 
registered to vote at that address without 
her knowledge. 

She did not become aware of that, she 
said, until their voter registration pack- 
ets began arriving with her mail. Mrs. 
Henderson said she concluded that there 
was at least “the possibility of voter 
fraud” but that, like other former temple 
members, she had kept her silence out of 
fear of retaliation from Mr. Jones. 

Anyone registering to vote here in 1975 
was required to sign an affidavit affirm- 
ing that his residence was in San Francis- 
co, but no effort was made to check on the 
accuracy of the declarations. 

“When Jones wanted someone elected, 
he got them elected,” Mrs. Johnson said, 
and, although her remark contains some 
overstatement, since some of the candi- 
dates Mr. Jones backed were defeated, 
there is little doubt that he controlled the 
votes of several thousand of his followers, 
enough to make the difference in a close . 
election. 

Slim Moscone Margin 

In the runoff election for the Mayor’s 
office in 1975, for example, Mr. Moscone 
was elected by just 4,000 votes, and Mr. 
Freitas won by fewer than 10,000. 

“Jones swayed elections,” said Jean- 
nie Mills, who with her husband, Al, de- 
fected from the temple in the fall of 1975. 
"He told us how to vote. ’ ' 

Shortly before an election, Mrs. Mills 
said, temple members were given sample 
ballots marked with Mr. Jones’s choices 
to take with them to the polls. 

Following an election, Mrs. Johnson 
added, members were required to 
produce ballot stubs showing that they 

had indeed voted. Nonvoters, she said, 
were “pushed around, roughed up, physi- 
cally abused.” 

Asked how Mr. Jones could insure that 
members actually voted for his chosen 
candidates, Mrs. Mills gave a little laugh. 
“You don’t understand,” she said, “we 
wanted to do what he told us to.” 

Voting Bloc of 5,809 

Judging from various estimates, Mr. 
Jones's adherents probably numbered 
about 5,000 — a sizable bloc in a city 
where the average voter turnout runs 
close to 200,000, 

In the months that followed the 1975 
election, Mr. Freitas, the new District At- 
torney, began an inquiry into reports that 
large numbers of people had voted ille- 
gally in San Francisco while residing in 
neighboring cities. 

When reports first became public that 1 



| Mr. Freitas was pursuing such an investi- 
I gation, Mrs. Johnson said, Mr. Jones 
| grew concerned and, on one occasion, 
said as much before a meeting of the tem- 
ple’s governing body, known as the Plan- 
ning Commission. 

In charge of the vote fraud investiga- 
tion, Mr. Freitas placed Timothy O. 
Stoen, a newly hired deputy district attor- 
ney who was also a longtime member of 
the temple and chief legal adviser to Mr. 
Jones. 

Although about 50 people were subse- 
quently indicted, most of them for having 
voted in San Francisco while living out- 
side the city, none were members of the 
People’s Temple. 

Allegation Not Recalled 

In an interview two weeks ago, Mr. 
Stoen said that no one had ever made the 
allegation to him that temple members 
had voted illegally in San Francisco. 

Asked whether, given his position in the 
temple, it could have happened without J 
his knowledge, Mr. Stoen replied, "It cer- 
tainly could have. Jim Jones kept a lot of 
things from me.” 

Mr. Freitas, the District Attorney, said 
that the investigation begun three weeks 
I ago into possible voting irregularities in- 
volving temple members had so far es- 
tablished that no such allegations had 
been brought to the attention of his office 
during Mr. Stoen ’s tenure there. 

In August 1977, the District Attorney’s 
office began an investigation of the Peo- 
ple’s Temple, prompted by an article in 
New West magazine the previous month 
alleging that some temple members had 
been subjected to physical brutality and 
coerced into deeding their personal 
property over to Mr. Jones 

Author’s Version Differs 

Although neither the article nor the 
subsequent investigation touched on pos- 
sible voter fraud, Phil Tracy, one of the 
article’s co-authors, said in a telephone 
interview yesterday that he had heard al- 
legations of such fraud and had passed 
them on to Mr. Freitas in person. 

Mr. Freitas said that he had no recol- 
lection of any such conversation with Mr. 
Tracy. 

Although former temple members re- 
called that Mr. Jones and his followers 
worked for the election of Mr. Freitas to 
the District Attorney’s seat, Mr. Freitas 
said that he had been unaware not only of 
their support but also of the temple’s ex- 
istence until after his election. 

After he assumed office, however, Mr. 
Freitas was among those who attended a 
testimonial dinner in Mr. Jones’s honor 
and last year the People’s Temple sent a 
check for $400, drawn on its own account, 
to an organization calling itself the 
Friends of Freitas. 

The temple is a nonprofit California 
corporation that over the years has 
claimed an exemption from payment of 
Federal taxes on religious grounds, and 
as such it would be prohibited from mak- 
ing contributions to political candidates. 

But aides to Mr. Freitas said that the 
money had not been earmarked, for a fu- 
ture campaign but had been meant to be 
used by the District Attorney to defray 
expenses related to his job for which he 
was not reimbursed by the city. 

An Election Day Trip 

Former temple members have also 
said that other members living in the San 
Francisco area had been illegally regis- 
tered to vote in Ukiaha, the site of the 
Redwood Valley settlement, and then 
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Joseph Freitas, the San Francisco District edPres!a " d 71 >eN ” Y ^T lm « 

supported by the Rev. Jim JonL Wanda Johncn" 16 ^ W8S amon8 candid aies 
member, has alleged that followers of Me J S tmson ’ a former People’s Temple 
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driven there by Mr. Siy and others on 
election day. 

nSf da Johnson ' wh0 took a job in 
Ukiah as a registrar of voters, said (hat 
she had signer! up about 20 of the San 
Francisco residents herself. 

Sometime in 1977, according to Mr 
Fredas, the San Francisco district attor 
ney s office learned of alleged voting ir 
regularities involving temple members 



Most Jonestown Deaths 
Not Suicide, Doctor Says 
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rJ? U ! 5 uncan James, the Mendocino 
County astnct Attorney, said that his of- 

fmm a n, neVer received such information 
from any source. 

Before he moved to San Francisco with 
Mr Jones and the majority of the tem- 

worked 1 !, 6 " 1 ^”’ ■ Timoth y Stoen had 
*™ as an assistant district attorney 
in UKiah under Mr. James. ^ 



CHICAGO, Dec. 16 (AP) __ The 
Guyana Government’s top patholopist 
says he believes murder nmsuicfde 
claimed more than 700 of the 911 persons’ 
who died at the People’s Tempk com 

mune at Jonestown, Guyana. P 

than yon' 1 ™ 1 * 1 '®''® i. here were ever more 
than 200 [»n;ons who died voluntarily,” 

^iMr^miTh^^^dcStfr to* reac7 £ 

an in - 

the pathologist said he suspected but 

the'cu^t’s & V!, thB R -.^m Jones 
«?d hi h dld not ki " himself. He 

si^^rfon^d on v^cU^s^as^efl^hU I 



Survivor Says He Heard ‘Cheers’ 
And Gunshots After Cult Deaths 



By JOSEPH B.TREASTER 

MATTHEWS Bincr Special to TheNev, York rimts 

■ Thirty to 45 minnrec D, ". y f, na :. Dec -. 16 I ‘fate and the Jive locally selected jurors 

did not Question r-.l' J " rors 
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honary suicide” seemed to have ended 
survivoHdding'in^^push hea'^what he 

s^r orasofte( ™ 

oh A’hat I heard, I would say was three 

,he .“tvlvor, Stanley Clayton 

old a coroner’s jury here late yesterday 

People in Jonestown. 900 

As he attempted to rerenter the mm 
une on Nov. 18 to if 1 ? “m- 



dentif°Ld q su Sti ° n Mr ' 

nnn t r- he0pc ”' n80f the in quest three davs 
.Jf’ 9 uyana s chief criminal pathologist 
®‘ E cou ? he had fou, ’ d only two vie! 

Witness Refuses to Elaborate 
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shot, snapped OH the ligTt, then walS 

s,ippin8 ° Ut *5 

SatUfs E 
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^ «u.,,u ana Kitchen hand said he rrvi^hJ^ mothers and people 

saw no one else alive in Jonestown Both! he , Said ’ and Jim came across 

said that as he walked to a pohee outtlost ^. C g eakers telling them to ’Shut up. 
six miles away, at Port KaitumL ni 1 scaring the babifes like that 

villagers who told hVj ?i met Make ct ™ feel happy.’ He w 



six miles awa^at' PortVaC ° h mp ° St 
villagers who^oWm^hTfed^ 
others apparently fleeing Jonestowi. 

‘It Is Nothing But Sleep’ 

beseSg and «jo,in e g through" micS 

p P haT^o7 e s^ty ro ^ar^ S 'a a n g d e T 3 

ing^hey musfgo '’ P fr0m their seats ^ 
Mst a iik deeP | S,eep - U Won t ,iurt you It’s 

£i£p c x».?.»” »»<■ «i;i 

Vie prosecuting attomev. ih. m .„,. 
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Make them feel happy.’ He was savin o 

they ha veto die proud with dignity.” V 8 

At first, Mr. Clayton said, it seemed 
that many in the commune thought tliev 
were participating in one of the "white 

"iff hef 113 th3t Mn J ° nes conducted! 
that they were not actually taking poison 

w^Tay" 0 ^,^^^ gone, I 
was really taking place 8 ” hltes'mA ^ 

_ at this P°mt, he said, that many 

tTnue me W ri° m m Seemed relu ctant to con 
tinue the death ceremony and that Jim 

Jones stepped into the crowd and begS 
guiding them toward the poison vat Mr 
Jones’s wife, Marceline also 7alk«i 
among the followers, Mr. Cl/to/said 
hugging them and saying, “i’ll see von in 
your next life/’ 6 1 5ee you in 
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